
V i s i t  u s  o n l i n e  a t  w w w .T h e V i l l a g e r. c o m

Greenwich Village, East Village, Lower East Side, Soho, Union Square, Chinatown and Noho, Since 1933   •   $1.00

Dec. 3, 2020 

THE
Volume 90 • Number 49 

PHOTO BY TEQUILA MINSKY

Le Souk owner Marcus Andrews, thrilled that the community dinner tradition of Le Souk continues, adapted 

to the times.
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BY DEAN MOSES

The East Village Neighbors 
Facebook group and 
Sarita’s Mac and Cheese 

restaurant have united to create 
a community fridge where anyone 
can help themselves to free food 
and drink.

A notice attached to the side 
of the fridge reads: “This fridge 
belongs to you and so does the 
food inside.”

The general consensus of the 
outreach project located on East 
12th Street and FirstAvenue is re-
sponsibility and trust. Responsibil-
ity to aid a Lower East Side ravaged 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
trust in residents to help keep the 
pantry restocked for those in need.

Food insecurity has become a 
massive issue for countless New 
York neighborhoods over the past 
several months, as lines for free 
food distributions extend block 
after block and wait times last 
several hours.

In an effort to alleviate the 
hardship individuals are facing 
— especially during the winter 
months — both a community 
fridge and a storage cabinet have 
been erected directly outside Sar-
ita’s Mac and Cheese restaurant.

Here, people can both take 
what they need and leave what 
they don’t. But the burden of 
fi lling the fridge does not fall on 
residents alone – Sarita’s Mac and 
Cheese, SNAP, and volunteers 
from East Village Neighbors also 

regularly restock the shelves and 
drawers.

“We put in eight plates of mac 
and cheese everyday in the morn-
ing and evening. A lot people 
come here and give us donations, 
too… that’s’ awesome. Everybody 
is helping each other. A lot of peo-
ple come and buy something and 
then put it there,” Andy Perelta, 
a cashier for Sarita’s Mac and 
Cheese told amNewYork Metro.

In addition to resupply-
ing, members of East Village 
Neighbors have scheduled shifts 
through which they clean and 
disinfect the area, helping to re-
duce the risk of transmitting the 
coronavirus.

On Giving Tuesday, Dec. 1, 
it was Dana Seag’s turn to both 
sanitize and replenish the bare 
fridge with sealed meals and fruit 
and vegetables, including apples, 
oranges, and even red peppers, 
during which time a local athlete 
also arrived to drop off some 
donations.

“I am a runner, and they give 
out free Gatorade at the races, so 
I had this stockpile of Gatorade 
and I saw this was here. I thought 
why not donate, it is nice to see 
the community come together,” 
said Angela Daniele.

No good deed goes by without 
some controversy, however.

Some locals have expressed 
concerns through the East Village 
Neighbors Facebook page that 
homeless individuals have been 
stocking up on bags of food only 
for them to then head to a local 
weekend fl ea market on East 14th 
street along First Avenue, where 
they attempt to sell the goods.

This is distressing for resi-
dents since the market outside 
Immaculate Conception Church 
has been reported as a hotbed of 
crime and drug use where sellers 
peddle junk in order to feed their 
addiction.

Diane Hatz, the founder of the 
East Village Neighbors group and 
the community refrigerator, re-
sponded to these claims by stating 
in a Facebook post, “Even if it is 
happening, I don’t see that there’s 
anything we can do – except wish 
the person well and hope they fi nd 
the peace and security they’re 
looking for.”  

East Village gets community 
fridge to feed the hungry 

PHOTO BY DEAN MOSES  

Food insecurity has run rampant throughout New York City, 
and members of the East Village Neighbors are attempting to 
alleviate the struggle by frequently refilling the refrigerator. 

BY TEQUILA MINSKY

There was no way a pan-
demic was going to stop 
Le Souk restaurant owner 

Marcus Andrews from continu-
ing a tradition of giving back 
on Thanksgiving in Greenwich 
Village.

“I would be very upset if we 
couldn’t do this,” said Andrews, 
who every Thanksgiving provides 
two sit-down dinner seatings gratis 
for mostly seniors in his LaGuardia 
Place restaurant. 

Le Souk began this tradition 
as a way for those without family 
nearby to enjoy a good holiday meal 
in the company of others.

Marcus persuaded his collabo-
rating partner, the Bleecker Area 
Merchants’ and Residents’ Associa-
tion (BAMRA), which initially can-
celled this year’s festivity because of 
COVID-19, to plan for the dinner. 
This year it would be different. 

“I’ll take care of the details,” he 
told them, knowing how to adapt 
to the times.

And so, on their 10th year, chal-
lenged by the pandemic, Le Souk 

carried on with this Greenwich 
Village Thanksgiving tradition, 
serving home-cooked, take-out 
dinners with all the trimmings at 
no charge to the community.

Volunteers working with Visit-
ing Neighbors, another partner 
in this annual dinner, arrived 
mid-afternoon Thursday to pick 
up 75 meals to home deliver. 
Neighborhood seniors, informed 
by word-of-mouth and Greenwich 
House communications, arrived in 
the late afternoon. 

The freshly prepared take-away 
dinners including turkey, sweet 
potatoes, stuffi ng, cranberry sauce, 
an orange, and of course pumpkin 
pie, and one protective mask, were 
ready to go.

A handful of volunteers worked 
the morning shift, helping with 
food preparation and plating. An-
other shift arrived later for more 
assembly and distribution.

Out front, upper Manhattan 

City Councilman Mark Levine 
joined his friend State Committee-
man of the 65th Assembly District 
Chris Marte to distribute the food. 
Both are candidates in next year’s 
city election—Levine’s running 
for borough president, and Marte 
is seeking the 1st City Council 
District seat.

Decades of experience cook-
ing for large numbers including 
these annual meals prepares Ray 
Cline of BAMRA, the chief chef. 
He happily joined the effort when 
restaurant general manager Sam 
Jacob approached him, “We don’t 
want this holiday to go by without 
our traditional dinner.” 

Cline underscores how Le Souk 
is proud to be able to give back to 
the community in this way.

Le Souk picked up the bill for the 
food, which included 26 turkeys, 
roasted in their oven; BAMRA paid 
for the trimmings and last minute 
run-outs, such as 120 more pounds 
of sweet potatoes. Marte bought 
25 pumpkin pies and 15 boxes of 
cookies at Trader Joe’s.

“I started cooking days before,” 
Cline says, explaining that the 20-
22 pound turkeys take 3 1/2 hours 
to roast. “Sliced after they cool, 
the meat is kept in the restaurant’s 
walk in fridge.”

The day before Thanksgiving, 
local police distributed 50 as-
sembled meals to homeless New 
Yorkers. On Thanksgiving, Marte 
took 50 meals to seniors living in 
housing on the Lower East Side 
while owner Marcus dropped off 
whole turkeys with trimmings to 
the 6th and 9th Precincts.

Greenwich Village Thanksgiving tradition 
continues with take-out dinners 

PHOTO BY TEQUILA MINSKY

City Councilman Mark Levine and District Leader Chris Marte 
assisted.
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BY TEQUILA MINSKY

An experiential sound installation 
runs nightly at 7 p.m. during the 
month of December at the New 

York City AIDS Memorial, Greenwich 
Avenue and West 12th Street, in Green-
wich Village.

Hear Me: Voices of the Epidemic is an 
original, sound-based installation in rec-
ognition of World AIDS Day, Dec. 1. The 
approximately 45-minute long soundtrack 
is composed of historical texts, poetry, 
speeches, music, and more that capture 
the history of the epidemic.

Examples include a powerful speech by 
Vito Russo (1946-90), a song composed by 
Michael Callen (1955-93), historic record-
ings of an ACT UP-led protest made by 
artist David Wojnarowicz (1954-92), and 
poems by Melvin Dixon (1950-92) and 
Kia LaBeija, who was born in 1990 at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital, on whose former site 
the Memorial sits today.

Hear Meis preceded during the day 
beginning at 10 a.m., by a recording featur-
ing the names of over 2,000 New Yorkers, 
representing a fraction of the 100,000+ lost 
to AIDS, and read by What Would an HIV 
Doula Do?, a group of activists, caregivers, 

friends, long-term survivors of HIV/AIDS, 
and people living with HIV today.

All visitors are asked to wear a mask or 
face covering, maintain a 6-foot distance 
between each person not in the same 
household, and respect all other city-
regulated social distancing protocols.

“In times of uncertainty, people look to 
the past for guidance,” says New York City 
AIDS Memorial Executive Director Dave 
Harper.

“Since our dedication on World AIDS 
Day in 2016, it has been the goal of the 
New York City AIDS Memorial to create a 
living and breathing tribute to the 100,000 
New Yorkers lost to AIDS, and to the activ-
ists and caretakers who led the fi ght to end 
AIDS. This installation will connect the 
power of this place to the voices of the past, 
allowing visitors to learn and engage within 
our sacred space. “

Educational and cultural initiatives help 

push forward the Memorial’s mission of re-
membrance and creating public awareness.

Harper adds, “We look forward to wel-
coming the public to the Memorial during 
a time when cultural projects have been 
limited by this ongoing pandemic.”

“During this time, I think a lot of us are 
trying to fi gure out how to be together,” 
observes the creative consultant forHear 
Me, Theodore (ted) Kerr.

“Every night, for a month, Hear Me 
is an open invitation for people to social 
distance together, a place to refl ect on the 
past, gather in the present, and imagine and 
work towards a better future.”

He emphasizes how the use of AIDS 
history and voices from movements in 
this sound installation, and the Memorial 
becomes a place for community.

Hear Meis supported by a new, online 
six-episode conversation series called A 
Time to Listen, featuring a wide breadth of 
thought leaders, artists, and activists shar-
ing current experiences and knowledge of 
AIDS history connected to New York City 
and beyond through a discussion of media, 
including speeches, songs, poems, plays, and 
oral histories. For more information and a full 
list of participants:www.nycaidsmemorial.
org/a-time-to-listenor: www.atimetolisten.org

BY TEQUILA MINSKY

Windows at 9 West 8th 
St. in Greenwich Vil-
lage have taken on the 

role of gallery walls to exhibit all 
sorts of interpretations of New 
York City — augmented images, 
abstracts, documentary photogra-
phy, personal, urbanscapes, black 
and white and in color.

This whole exhibition supports 
The Hero Art Project, a way of 
commemorating health care 
workers—more than 1,000, in 
all — lost to COVID-19.

A myriad of ways to visually 
express this great city are hung 
in 16 frames, projecting fi ve to 
ten digital images in an on-going 
loop through the large storefront 
windows.

This unique New York centric 
show opened late October and, 
because it was received so well, 
continues until Dec. 20. Hours 

are on Fridays from 5 to 7 p.m.; 
Saturdays from 4 to 6 p.m.; and 
Sundays from 3 to 5 p.m.

“Twilight is a great time to 
view the photographs,” says 
curator and project organizer 
Susannah Perlman.

Accompanying the images of 
New York is a scavenger hunt — a 

chance to search for clues, win 
prizes and get unique gifts.

Perlman, director of ART-
HOUSE.NYC gallery, is 
concerned about grief and 
remembrance. 

“There are front-line health care 
workers who gave the ultimate sac-
rifi ce of their lives while working 

to save the lives of others,” Perlman 
said. “And, frequently, in these iso-
lating and challenging times there 
hasn’t been a place for memorials 
and proper recognition of those 
we’ve lost.”

The Hero Art Project pairs 
members of ARTHOUSE.NYC’s 
artistic community with family 
members of doctors, nurses and 
other healthcare providers who 
died from COVID-19.

Families select the artist and 
art style that represents the spirit 
of their loved one. The artists cre-
ate multi-media portraits of these 
medical heroes to celebrate their 
lives, sacrifi ces and legacies.

Thirty portraits were created 
in the fi rst round of commemo-
rations. Ten families came to an 
October outdoor event, the works 
projected on a wall at The Big 
Screen Plaza, West 29th Street 
and 6th Avenue in Chelsea, be-
hind the Kimpton Hotel. 

Nikki Friedman, whose father 
Dr. Arthur Friedman died from 
COVID in April, recognizes the 
important of this sort of recogni-
tion and was so moved that her 
farther had been included in this 
portrait commemoration.

“It was more powerful than 
anticipated,” says Perlman. “Fami-
lies were very emotional, touched 
by the fact that we remembered 
and honored their loved ones.”

The Hero’s Project is reaching 
out to more families and matching 
them with artists from the ART-
HOUSE.NYC community. Its 
next exhibition will be at The Big 
Screen Plaza in April 2021 during 
World Healthcare Workers Week.

Donations during the 8th 
Street exhibition help support 
this project.

ARTHOUSE.NYC creates a 
home for emerging artists and pro-
fessionals, giving them a vehicle to 
exhibit their work digitally. Origi-
nally, the gallery occupied space on 
Sullivan Street, then Washington 
Street, and, prior to the pandemic 
shutdown, White Street. Now it’s 
based on West 8th Street.

Greenwich Village photo exhibit supports 
memory of fallen health care workers 

FILE PHOTO

The scavenger hunt asks people to look for elements in the 
imagery and pay attention to the artist.

PHOTO BY TEQUILA MINSKY

On Dec. 1 World AIDS Days Day, Villagers gathered to listen to testimonies, po-
ems, and historical texts that capture the history of the AIDS epidemic. 

Recognizing World AIDS Day, sound 
installation at NYC Memorial all December 

http://www.nycaidsmemorial
http://www.atimetolisten.org
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Police blotter

BY TODD MAISEL

A police offi cer was injured 
early Sunday morning 
when an out-of-control 

vehicle, operated by an alleged 
drunk driver, drove through 
Washington Square Park under 
the arch off Fifth Avenue, knock-
ing over two concrete bollards 
and striking a patrol car, police 
reported.

The crash occurred at 1:21 a.m. 
on Nov. 29, when the 25-year-old 
driver of a blue Nissan Maxima, 
drove straight through into 
Washington Square Park travel-
ing south on Fifth Avenue in 
Manhattan. The vehicle struck 
two concrete posts designed to 
stop vehicles from entering the 
park, sending the concrete fl ying 

at least 50 feet, smashing into a 
concrete seating area.

The vehicle continued under 
the Washington Square Arch, 
striking a 6th Precinct SmartCar, 

inside of which an off-duty offi cer 
sat. Pedestrians near by were also 
nearly struck by the car, offi cials 
said.

The police offi cer suffered neck 

and back injuries and was rushed 
to Bellevue Hospital in stable 
condition. Numerous people in 
the park came to his aid and also 
detained the alleged drunk driver.

Law enforcement sources said 
the driver was not hurt in the 
crash, as his air bags deployed and 
saved him from serious injury.

Highway police were on the 
scene during the early morning 
investigating the crash.

Police later identifi ed the driver 
as Jeremy Molina, 25, of 206th 
Street in Bayside Hills, Queens. 
He was charged with reckless 
endangerment, criminal mischief, 
driving while intoxicated, posses-
sion of marijuana, and refusal to 
take a breathalyzer test.

Residents stood and stared at 
the crash scene, with Molina’s 

vehicle still sitting at the base of 
the arch.

“I can’t believe he was able 
to his those concrete bollards 
and still go any further,” said 
Elizabeth Shine, a resident of 
the West Village. “This kind of 
thing happened many years ago 
and people were killed. That’s 
why they installed those concrete 
barriers.”

On April 24, 1992, an elderly 
driver lost control of his vehicle 
on Washington Square East, 
drove into the park where he 
killed four pedestrians and in-
jured dozens before coming to a 
stop. The Parks Department then 
installed bollards and concrete 
barriers to prevent such a crash 
from causing so much carnage in 
the future.

BY TODD MAISEL

The NYPD released photos Monday 
night of the suspected gunman 
sought for a Nov. 27 shooting on 

the Lower East Side.
At 11:43 p.m. that night in front of 

280 Henry St., an unidentifi ed gunman 
stepped out of the passenger seat of a light 
color Nissan Altima and fi red a handgun 
multiple times, hitting a 32-year-old man in 
his left ankle. The driver of the Nissan fl ed 
and the assailant ran away.

The wounded man was driven by private 
vehicle to NewYork-Presbyterian Lower 
Manhattan Hospital in stable condition.

The pictures provided by the NYPD 
Monday show the alleged assailant inside 
of 70 Pitt St. after the incident.

Anyone with information regarding 
the suspect’s whereabouts can call Crime 
Stoppers at 800-577-TIPS (for Spanish, 
dial 888-57-PISTA). You can also submit 
tips online at nypdcrimestoppers.com, or 
on Twitter @NYPDTips. All calls and mes-
sages are kept confi dential.

Police officer hurt in drunk driver crash inside Washington Square Park 

Suspects sought for Lower 
East Side shooting 
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PHOTO BY TODD MAISEL A recent shooting scene. 
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An alleged drunk driver entered Washington Square Park early 
this morning where the vehicle struck a parked police patrol car 
under the famed arch, injuring the officer. 

BY ROBERT POZARYCKI

Cops need the public’s help in fi nd-
ing the miscreant who knocked an 
88-year-old woman to the ground 

and broke her shoulder while stealing her 
handbag in Manhattan on Thanksgiving 
Day.

The NYPD released on Nov. 28 video 
footage of the suspect behind the Nov. 
26 mugging, which occurred at about 
1:05 p.m. in the rear of 1725 York Ave. 
in Yorkville.

Law enforcement sources said the victim 
was walking down the street when the thief 
approached her and grabbed her purse, 
which was valued at about $115, from her 
hands. That caused the woman to fall to 
the ground.

The suspect then fl ed on foot westbound 
along East 89th Street.

The incident was later reported to the 
19th Precinct. Paramedics brought the 
woman to Cornell Medical Center in stable 
condition with a broken left shoulder.

Police describe the suspect as a man 
between 20 and 30 years of age. He’s 
shown on camera wearing a cream-colored 
jacket, a white surgical mask, ripped blue 
jeans and black-and-white sneakers while 

carrying a cream-colored bag with the 
Target logo over his right shoulder.

Anyone with information regarding 
the suspect’s whereabouts can call Crime 
Stoppers at 800-577-TIPS (for Spanish, 
dial 888-57-PISTA). You can also submit 
tips online at nypdcrimestoppers.com, or 
on Twitter @NYPDTips. All calls and mes-
sages are kept confi dential.

Tough thief knocks 88-year-old 
woman to ground in Yorkville 
for her handbag: cops

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE NYPD 

The suspect behind a purse snatching 
of an 88-year-old woman in Yorkville 
on Thanksgiving Day 2020. 



December 3, 2020     7Schneps Media

You’re being scammed if someone claiming to
be from Con Edison:

• Cannot show valid proof of ID
• Demands payment by cash apps like Venmo,

prepaid card, or Bitcoin
• Requests payment for a meter installation

Don’t become a victim. If you suspect a scam, call 
the police or call us at 1-800-75-CONED (26633).

Learn more at conEd.com/ScamAlert

Know the signsKnow the signs
of a scammer.of a scammer.

BEST PHARMACY

10 am - 6 pm

11 am - 5 pm

Sunday Closed

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
37W 47TH ST, NYC

HOUSE 
CALLS

ANTIQUES AND ESTATE BUYERS

FREE
Estimate

YERSR

MILITARY
Collections Wanted 

Swords, Knives,

Helmets, etc.
 www.AntiqueAndEstateBuyers.com

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ

http://www.AntiqueAndEstateBuyers.com
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With the election fi nally behind 
them and the tweeter-in-chief 
heading for the exits, Congres-

sional Republicans fi nally got around Tues-
day toward helping Democrats pass a new 
COVID-19 economic relief package.

The $908 billion plan from a bipartisan 
coalition of Senators and Congress members 
aims to boost the Payroll Protection Pro-
grams for restaurants, bars and other busi-
nesses hardest hit by the pandemic, as well as 
provide much needed relief to cash-strapped 
states and the struggling airline industry. It 
also includes a four-month, $300-a-week 
unemployment insurance supplement.

Massive as a $908 billion bill may sound, 
it’s not nearly enough to address the crisis at 
hand. Nevertheless, both houses of Congress 
must pass it, and the president must sign it into 
law, before Christmas — no strings attached.

This package must be considered only as 
a down payment on further relief to come 
early next year, after President-elect Biden 
takes offi ce. And we don’t want to hear a 
word from Congressional Republicans about 
austerity; everyone knows they had no prob-
lem spending taxpayer money like drunken 
sailors during the Trump administration, 
piling another $5 trillion onto the national 
debt they pretend to care about.

America needs a robust COVID-19 eco-
nomic package that does the following:

1. Completely absolves the individual 
states for related expenses incurred during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This situation is 
no different than a natural disaster befall-
ing one state or region. We Americans are 
obligated to help each other out.

2. Provides another round of cash stimulus 
to the American people that can be recircu-
lated into the economy. Rising costs, stagnant 
wages and joblessness have taken their toll on 
America’s working families. They need help.

3. Rescues the restaurants, bars and 
entertainment venues long-shuttered by the 
pandemic. Tens of thousands of workers 
have been impacted; they need help to get 
through this winter and spring to reach the 
post-pandemic era.

4. Rescues the MTA and other public 
transit systems that have fallen into abysses of 
debt. Don’t let the commuter pay for this at the 
turnstiles, or transit workers with their jobs.

5. Rescues tenants from the threat of evic-
tion, and small landlords and property own-
ers from the threat of foreclosure. Give fi nan-
cial institutions greater ability to renegotiate 
and refi nance loans. Let’s not add another 
person to the homeless or bankruptcy rolls.

Achieving these fi ve goals will go a long way 
toward coming out of this pandemic stronger 
as a nation. We owe it to ourselves to do it.

It’s not enough
EditorialEditorial

BY ANDREW RIGIE

Our city’s hospitality industry has 
been fi nancially devastated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. More than 

130,000 New Yorkers previously employed 
in eateries, cafes, bars, and nightclubs 
remain out of work and thousands of be-
loved small businesses have been forced to 
permanently close.

As restaurants and nightlife establish-
ments have been uniquely and severely 
impacted over the last eight months, so have 
New York City’s working-class and immi-
grant communities that are essential to this 
industry’s workforce.

In 2018,more than 60 percentof New York 
City restaurant workers were immigrants. 
Right now, New York’s unemployment rate is 
13% and 15% for Hispanics, numbers which 
will rise if indoor and outdoor dining get shut 
down and 100,000 more industry jobs are 
directly threatened.

From a statistical standpoint, these fi gures 
are grim, and in reality, they represent some-
thing undoubtedly worse. Forcing workers into 
abject poverty will have an indelible imprint 
on their physical and mental wellness and 
will carry disastrous consequences for the 
economic and social fabric of New York City.

The failure of the federal government to 
enact the RESTAURANTS ACT and Save Our 
Stages Act, which would provide fi nancial relief 
to our city’s struggling restaurants and nightlife 
venues to help them pay rent, payroll, vendors 
and other expenses makes it more incumbent 
than ever for our local government to step-up.

There’s so much at stake for the future of 
our city’s hospitality industry, and to coun-
teract the fi nancial toll of the pandemic we 
are pleading with the Mayor and City Council 
to enact the following policies to help ensure 
the survival of these businesses and critical 
jobs during this challenging time.

For one,with some 88% of restaurants and 

nightlife establishmentsunable to pay October 
rent, the New York City hospitality industry 
urgently needs fi nancial support in the form of 
cash grants and rent relief.The City should con-
vert the sales tax collected by these businesses 
into cash grants, as well as immediately reduce 
property tax payments and create incentives 
for landlords to give tenants concessions on 
rent and fl exibility to renegotiate leases.

Secondly, constantly evolving edicts and 
requirements from all levels of government 
make it nearly impossible for business own-
ers to keep pace. They are often provided 
limited time to prepare for the changes, some 
of which can be costly, and they are then hit 
with the threat of violations and fi nes for non-
compliance. The City must provide as much 
advanced notice as possible for any changes to 
requirements, and fi nes should only be levied 
as a last resort. The City has begun to do this, 
it’s working, and this policy must continue.

Finally, it is critical that government do 
everything possible to protect the health and 
safety of all restaurant workers and custom-
ers in a proactive way. The overwhelming 
majority of restaurants have gone above and 
beyond protecting the health and safety of 
everyone who enters their doors, but the 
cost can be onerous. Safety should not be 
cost-prohibitive. It’s essential that the City 
continue to provide PPE to restaurants and 
bars at no charge and should coordinate free 
COVID-19 testing for industry employees.

The fact of the matter is that New York 
City will not recover economically or socially 
unless our restaurants and bars are at the 
core of our recovery. The policies we’ve 
recommended – the same ones we recom-
mended at this week’s Small Business Com-
mittee Hearing in the City Council — will be 
critical to saving small businesses, protecting 
jobs, and preparing our communities to 
come back stronger in the future.

Andrew Rigie is the Executive Director 
of the NYC Hospitality Alliance.

Op-ed
A plea from NYC’s struggling 
restaurant industry

PHOTO BY TODD MAISEL
Philippe Massoud, the owner of Ilili Restaurant at 236 Fifth Avenue worries 
that the eatery will not survive if they cannot have indoor dining when the cool-
er weather hits. Many restaurants feel the same way. Their large, well venti-
lated interior makes no difference to government officials.  
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No health insurance? We can help. With NYC Care, 
you can address your health care needs at NYC 
Health + Hospitals facilities citywide regardless of 
your immigration status and ability to pay.

UN
CK

LOyour right to  
health care before you get sick 

your own doctor
access to affordable  

medications 24/7

Enroll in NYC Care and make  
an appointment today!
1-646-NYC-CARE
nyccare.nyc

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

Commissioner
Dave A. Chokshi, MD, MSc
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BY BOB RKASNER

Long time East Village 
photographer Godlis has 
a new book out and he 

credits this collection of street 
photography, “Godlis Streets,” to 
an unforeseen collaboration.

His fi rst monograph, “History 
is Made at Night,” is a survey of 
his late 1970s images taken in-
side and outside of the legendary 
CBGB’s that became reality as 
a result of an extremely popular 
Kickstarter campaign.

This time around, Instagram 
was the catalyst.

“I was feeling depressed in the 
spring of 2019,” he explains. “I 
started going through my street 
photos and posting them on 
Instagram.”

After getting a surprise en-
dorsement from noted street pho-
tographer Clay Benskin, Godlis 
suddenly had a whole new group 
of followers who were interested 
in his street work, which covers 
the years 1974 to 1990.

He began interacting with his 
new audience, asking for their 
opinions.

“The reactions surprised me,” 
he says. “They infl uenced how I 
saw the work. The cover of the 
book wasn’t initially one of my fa-
vorites, but it got a wild reaction.”

Another thing that he didn’t 
see coming was a message from 
Reel Art Press.

“We’ll be very upset if you 
don’t do a street pic book with 
us! ” Godlis recalls them saying. 
“When a publisher comes to you, 
it’s remarkable,” he adds.

He began to intensely orga-
nize and date everything, getting 
feedback along the way from the 
Instagram community.

“The editing process was a col-
laboration with my followers,” he 
notes, “and it came at a time when 
I needed something to do.”

The process continued to move 
forward until he hit a roadblock in 
the form of a pandemic.

“Tony Nourmand from Reel 
Art had planned to come to New 
York to help fi nalize the book 
but that was no longer possible,” 
Godlis relates. “Thank God for 

Zoom!”
After a short and, luckily, mild 

bout with COVID-19, Godlis 
began determining the size, 
shape and content of the book 
electronically with Nourmand, 
who is based in England.

Godlis looked to some of his 
inspirations – the Diane Arbus 
monograph and Robert Frank’s 
classic “The Americans” to 
choose the number of pics that 
would go in and then went on to 
do the sequencing, which took 
about two months and kept him 
busy during the lockdown. The 
images came from a short period 
in Boston and then from his for-
mative years in NYC.

“I left Boston after I was 
robbed there,” he recalls, laugh-
ing. “I thought it would be safer in 
New York. … I never understood 
why I wasn’t taking pictures in 
Boston like the ones I saw being 
done in New York. When I got 

here I realized it was because I 
wasn’t taking pictures of New 
Yorkers.”

After shooting CBGB’s at night 
for a few years, he concentrated 
more on daytime imagery. His 
confidence in his work was 
boosted with a thumbs up from 
an undisputed master of the craft.

Godlis presented 60 of his pho-
tos to Garry Winogrand during a 
seminar, who whittled them down 
to two and growled, “These shots 
make it.”

“I went on a tear after that – I 
was much more sure of myself,” 
he recalls. “I shot like crazy.”

The results are in this book. 
With a sense of composition and 
a sense of humor, he managed to 
capture a period of time as if he 
were a visitor from the future, 
freezing moments that represent 
what it meant to live back then 
– memorializing porn theaters, 
street preachers and omnipresent 
cigarette ads as if he knew they 
would all be gone by the time the 
book was published.

At one point though, Godlis hit 
what he calls “a mid-life photo cri-
sis.” He had been diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis and interest in 
his type of art was waning.

“Why do I keep shooting?” 
he asked his therapist. After 
bemoaning his situation, the 
therapist summed it up for him.

“So,” they said, “you’re telling 

me that you no longer want to 
go into a dark room, with a lot 
of negatives, and you’re having 
trouble processing?”

“Luckily,” he says, “digital 
came along.”

If you see him on the street 
today, there’s a camera around his 
neck, although he no longer puts 
fi lm into the rangefi nder Leica 
that he used to produce these im-
ages — that’s been replaced with 
a digital Fujifi lm X-E3.

And he has no problem with 
the fact that everyone and 
their granny is out there taking 
pictures.

“I think that there is the stuff 
that everyone does and the stuff 
that a few people do,” he states. 
“I persisted because I love it and 
I think I have something different 
from everyone else.”

Two heads nodding in agree-
ment are the esteemed author 
Luc Sante and the celebrated 
musician/photographer Chris 
Stein, who wrote the forward 
and afterword, respectively, for 
the book.

“Lots of people are good at 
lots of things,” Godlis muses. 
“The only thing I’m good at is 
photography.”

Godlis can be followed on 
Instagram @godlis, investigated 
at godlis.com and signed copies of 
“Godlis Streets” are intermittently 
available at rizzolibookstore.com.

PHOTO BY BOB KRASNER

Godlis photographed next to what’s left of the recently closed 
Gem Spa, on St. Marks Place.

Top: Veselka Couple, East Village, 1982 by Godlis

Legendary Village 
photographer’s latest 
book on vintage images 
gets modern boost 
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GetCoveredNYC 311
Text CoveredNYC to 877877
Visit nyc.gov/GetCoveredNYC

Sign up for low or no-cost health insurance today!
November 1, 2020 – January 31, 2021

Not eligible for insurance? 
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LET US HELP YOU TURN YOUR
LIVE EVENT INTO A VIRTUAL EVENT!
Let Schneps Media help you host your 
next event online.
Don't postpone or cancel your events.
Your brand and presence is as important 
now as it was before and we
will help to ensure you engage and 
connect with your network virtually.

Schneps Media will help you produce 
and market your next event.
We have been hosting events for over 20 
years and can help you make your event 
virtual.

With the reach of our network of award winning publications across NYC, 
our websites with over 8 million page views per month 
and our email subscriber database we have the reach to give you extended 
coverage to invite guests beyond your immediate network.

Schneps Media will work with your vision to customize and stream your event online
 
- Live stream &/or pre recorded content
- Digital, print and social media marketing of your event
- Onsite filming & video editing (if required)
- Video promotion and social media promotion material and more

Contact Amanda Tarley

718 249 9640
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 CAREER TRAINING

COMPUTER & IT 
TRAINING  

PROGRAM!
Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Grants 
and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for 
qualified applicants. Call CTI 
for details! (844) 947-0192 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET) 

TRAIN AT HOME 
TO DO MEDICAL 

BILLING!
Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & 
ready to work in months! Call 
855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-
6pm ET) 

 CABLE/SATELLITE 
INSTALLATION

DISH TV $59.99
For 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. 1-888-609-9405 

GET DIRECTV!
ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All 
Included Package.) PLUS 
Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously 
at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918 

 AUTOMOTIVE 
& MARINE

AUTO DONATIONS
Drive Out Breast Cancer: 
Donate a car today! The 
benefits of donating your 
car or boat: Fast Free 
Pickup - 24hr Response Tax 
Deduction - Easy To Do! Call 
24/7: 855-905-4755 

 JOB INFORMATION

$18.50 NYC, $16 
L.I. UP TO $13.50 

UPSTATE NY!
If you need care from your 
relative, friend / neighbor and 
you have Medicaid, they may 
be eligible to start taking care 
of you as personal assistant 
under NYS Medicaid CDPA 
Program. No Certificates 
needed. 347-713-3553 

PUBLISHER'S
NOTICE

All employment advertised 
herein is subject to section 
296 of the human rights 
law, which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
because of race, color, 
creed, national origin, 
disability, marital status, 
sex, age, sexual orientation, 
or arrest conviction record, 
or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination. Title 29, 
U.S. Code, Chap 630, 
excludes the Federal Gov't 
from the age discrimination 
provisions. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for employment 
which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are 
informed that employment 
offerings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 

 HELP WANTED

TAX SUPERVISOR
(New York, NY ) RSM US 
LLP: Provide detail review 
& analysis of complex 
Private Equity & Hedge 
Fund partnership tax 
returns. Reqs:  Master's in 
Acct'ng, Finance or clsly 
rltd fld; 3 yrs' exp. as a Tax 
Assoc, or rltd pos. & must 
incl: Rev. internat'l property 
level income alloc'ns, incl 
track foreign properties 
depreciat'n under US Tax & 
IFRS adjustments; Technc'l 
rev. of multinat'nl partnership/
corporate federal tax returns, 
as well as rev. foreign tax 
filings Form 5471, Form 
8621, Form 8858 & Form 
8865; Analyze partnership 
agreements, fund structures, 
Financ'l statements, GLs, 
capital call statements 
regarding real estate/private 
equity funds & partnership 
allocat'ns; Research tax 
legislation using CCH 
Intelliconnect (incl Section 
1061, 163(j) limitat'n, Section 
199A deduct'n, GILTI, China 
Credit, Section 965, Section 
987 & 988, mandatory basis 
adjustments under IRC Sec. 
734 &743). Er will accept 
a bach's + 5 years' exp. in 
lieu of a master's + 3 yrs' 
exp. Mail resumes to: Attn: 
C Volkening - #2196, 1 S. 
Wacker Dr, S. 800, Chicago, 
IL, 60606. 

VP-LEVEL 
REGISTERED 
MUNICIPAL 
ADVISOR

Caine Mitter & Associates 
Incorporated is seeking a VP-
Level Registered Municipal 
Advisor in New York, NY: 
Responsible to provide 
advisory services to housing 
finance agencies; manage 
and oversee the firm's 
efforts to timely delivery 
of consolidated mortgage 
revenue bond indenture cash 
flow analytics to its clients. 
The position requires, at 
a minimum, a Bachelor's 
degree in Economics with 
a concentration in Finance, 
Statistics or a related 
occupation, and two years' 
experience in the job offered 
or a related occupation to 
include two years' experience 
providing consolidated 
mortgage revenue bond cash 
flow analytical services; two 
years' experience providing 
services to state or local 
government agencies that 
finance affordable housing; 
two years' experience using 
power point to present 
complex quantitative analysis 
to clients; financial modeling 
ability demonstrated by 
experience building large, 
complex Microsoft Excel-
based analytical tools used 
for data management and 
financial analysis; experience 
directly managing at least 
two reports; and registration 
as a Municipal Advisor with 
the Securities & Exchange 
Commission ("SEC") and 
the Municipal Securities 
Rulemaking Board ("MSRB") 
and have passed the Series 
50 exam. Such registration 
must be in good standing. 
These experiences may have 
been gained concurrently. 
Employer will accept any 
combination of education, 
training and/or experience. 
Interested applicants should 
email their resumes to 
contactus@cainemitter.com 

 HEALTH & FITNESS

HEARING AIDS!!
Buy one/get one FREE! 
High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. 
Nearly invisible! 45-day 
money back guarantee! 
833-448-0751. 

VIAGRA & CIALIS!
60 pills for $99. 100 pills for 
$150. FREE shipping. Money 
back guaranteed! 1-855-579-
8907 

START YOUR CAREER
With A Job That’s Right For You!

Try Real-Time Job MatchingTM & Get Hired Fast

www.DreamJobsNYC.com
EMPLOYERS: To Place an Ad Call 718 260 2555

 HOME SERVICES

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

- December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

 INSURANCE

 HOME IMPROVEMENTS

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Walk-In Tubs

FREE!
Savings Include an American 

Standard Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

888-609-0248
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/nypress

· Backed by American Standard's 140 years
  of experience
· Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
· Patented Quick Drains© Technology
· Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
  installation, INCLUDING labor backed
  by American Standard
· 44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage 

PAID DEATH NOTICES
To place an announcement in
Death Notice, In Memoriam, 

Sympathy or
Cards of Thanks

Please Call  718-260-2554
or e-mail 

calamin@schnepsmedia.com

mailto:contactus@cainemitter.com
mailto:calamin@schnepsmedia.com
http://www.DreamJobsNYC.com
http://www.walkintubinfo.com/nypress
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HEALTH & FITNESS

One touch of a button
sends help fast, 24/7. 

®

Help at Home

with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

NOHO DISTRICT
Manufacturing Space for Lease

Ideal for service, industrial. 
No retail or office uses. 

Only uses permitted under 
zoning district M1-5B

636 Broadway 7972 SF, 
cellar only

$239,160 annual basis ($30/sqft)
Call: V. Trager 212-254-7701 

OBITUARY

TO PLACE AN OBITUARY AD,
call 718-260-2555 or email

classifi ed@schnepsmedia.com

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

PUBLISHER'S 
NOTICE

All real estate advertised 
herein is subject to the 

Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to 

advertise "any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 

because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, sexual 

orientation or national origin, 
or intention to make any 

such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 

law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HOUSES FOR SALE

SAFE THRU-
WAY EXIT 29
111 W. Main St. 
Canajoharie NY 

Classic Brick 
Townhouse Ideal 
Mixed use/Family 
33 Canal St. Ft. 
Plain NY 13339 
2 Story Former 

Bank w' 30' 
ceiling Room with 
large 2nd Fl. Loft/

Parking 
NEW LOWER 

PRICES 
Call or Text Perry 

917-7478580

We have  all the Boros covered, 
call 718-260-2555 

to advertise with us

BY EMILY DAVENPORT

A Manhattan business improvement 
district gave a sneak peek into 
their annual holiday cheer program 

while unveiling a new art installation.
The Flatiron/23rd Street Partnership 

BID recently previewed its ninth annual “23 
Days of Flatiron Cheer” season, as well as 
unveiled a new art installation at Flatiron 
Public Plazas. The installation, entitled 
“Point of Action,” was designed by Studio 
Cooke John.

Each year, the Flatiron/23rd Street 
Partnership BID launches their “23 Days of 
Flatiron Cheer” to help spread the holiday 
spirit while supporting the neighborhood’s 
businesses.

“In this challenging year, 23 Days of 
Flatiron Cheer gives New Yorkers oppor-
tunities to experience the best of Flatiron 
and NoMad, while supporting neighbor-
hood businesses that have been strug-
gling to stay afl oat during the pandemic,” 
saidJames Mettham, Executive Director 
of the Flatiron/23rdStreet Partnership. 
“In addition to participating in our online 
programming, we encourage New Yorkers 
to come see the dynamicPoint of Action-
Installation, enjoy our Open Streets, and 
explore our 400-plus restaurants, stores, 
and cultural venues that are offering safe, 
socially-distanced experiences this holiday 
season.”

The “23 Days of 
Flatiron Cheer” began 
on Dec. 1 and continues 
through Dec. 23. During 
this time, the program 
will offer digital give-
aways, gift guides, deals, 
and more, to support lo-
cal Flatiron and NoMad 
retailers and restaurants.

With support from 
Presenting Sponsor 

Meringoff Properties and Supporting Spon-
sor 212 Fifth Avenue, this year’s “23 Days 
of Flatiron Cheer” will include holiday 
district deals, Flatiron gift guides, digital 
giveaways and ways to donate to help those 
in need this holiday season. There will also 
be links to holiday meal kits as well as a 
Virtual Flatiron Holiday Tour, which will 
take place over Zoom on Dec. 17.

A full roster of “23 Days of Flatiron 
Cheer” programming and offerings can be 
found at fl atirondistrict.nyc/holiday2020.

Meanwhile, Point of Action will remain 
on display through Jan. 1, 2021 at the 
Flatiron Public Plazason Broadway, Fifth 
Avenue, and 23rd Street. The installation 
encourages New Yorkers to contemplate 
the experience of seeing one another at a 
distance and moving forward together dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

The larger footprint of Point of Action 
allows for more socially distanced engage-
ment. However, the installation’s concentric 
circles ripple out from each spot, eventually 
connecting with other circles, and thus 
other viewers, across the Plazas.

“We are at a threshold during this pan-
demic.Now that our eyes have been opened 
to realities that have been with us all along, 
how do we move forward?My hope is that-
Point of Actionmakes people think about 
how we connect to the people we see every 
day so that we can move forward together,” 

saidNina Cooke John, 
Founder and Principal of 
Studio Cooke John.

The installation is 
permitted through NYC 
DOT Art and is open to 
the public daily, weather 
permitting. The Partner-
ship is encouraging visi-
tors to use #PointofAction 
on Twitter and Instagram 
to share images of the 
installation.

‘23 Days of Flatiron’ 
launches in the District 

PHOTO COURTESY OF FLATIRON DISTRICT BID

“Point of Action” designer, architect Nina Cooke John.

mailto:ed@schnepsmedia.com
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DO MORE
FOR YOURSELF 
THIS YEAR.
Between everything you do for everyone 
else, make this the year you do more for 
you. Let’s work together on a plan that 
gets you closer to your ideal career.

Wide variety of associate and 
bachelor’s degree programs

Multiple locations throughout 
the metro area

convenient class times

Personalized one-on-one 
advising

JOIN US! Visit NYSCAS.Touro.edu | 855.558.6876

Touro is an equal opportunity institution.  For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, visit www.touro.edu

Virtual OPEN HOUSE! December 17th at 10am and 7pm
Please RSVP: nyscas-info.touro.edu/open-house

http://www.touro.edu
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